EXPERT ADVICE

Back to Nature

5 TOP DESIGNERS

comemplate the cutdoor room

With my love of wood, T lind most of my inapirationa for an outdoor environment
from Mother Nalure, There are an infinite number of texiures and materials found in
nature, all tisd logelher with a similar color paletts. An in noture, the use of aooent
oclora found in Dowersa can make the asting ocme alive.

CDutdoor Pooma are o great opporiunity for homeownera to display their sense of
fun. An cutdoor apace aivould be relaxing, even visally, sa 1 woold Lmlt the ameunt
of furniture, However, the furnlture should make a atatement while it blende with the
coyerall design. Aopent oolors can help tle all the elementa together.
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Crna of my passions 18 helping clients find wayse to create outdocr rocoma
for their homes. Since space I8 at such a premium In Scuthern Californis —
where we anjoy some of the world's greateat weather — it only makes pense
to trast our outdoor areas as seamless extenatons of indoor Foome

Thers are two types of outdoor rooma: one type ie publie, including a
well-degigned cutdoor kitchen with combination-dining apace; the second
type 18 more private, epitcmized by & small nock off a maater bedroom that
haa & contemplative seating ares and possibly (my peracnsal favorite) an
autdoor shower or bathiub ares

For publio outdoor apeces, the trend [ am sesing i to install & fooal-
point piece auch aa & wood-fired plzzs cven. In those mors privete cutdoor
apeeen, my easential luxury e an outdecr shower with an cversized rain
head, for total Immeraicn on those ecol posstal evenings,
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Ferhires

Crutdoor Pooma can be auch fun. 1 love to uae bright large print fabrics
milxed with calming furniture, Por inatance, aubtle woven reain furniturs
cushloned with eream Sunbrells fabrle with a pop of orangs flowers oF a
bright-pink gearpatele pattern makes a great place to enjoy the sun. (s
wery impoertant that you ohoose true outdoor febrios made to realat fading
and mildew.

Another “wow” effect resulis IT you clueter clever decorative cutdoor
hanging lights. The sluster should be theee to five hanging lights and they
all can be different. Don't be afeald to put undque elsotrio lghts together,

[rom wall art oF iron ahelves, plagques or eaterlor hanging drapery panals
can pull together and acften your phenomenal outdoor apace.
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Iff you really use your culdoor spase, why nof dreas i up as you would
in your living or dining room? Whether you're buving new furniture or
working with what you alrendy have, using o new outdoor fMbric adds
tnstant mood, sophistioation and comifoel. Uae fabreke for pour ssal oushions,
pillaws and even caldoosr windsw treatments. In lerme of conatruetisn,
think outaids the box. Conasider Maroman-inspired poul shapes, of sdd o
greal trim to pillows and cushions for o more Lailored look. Flay with using
gorgeous tones of turgquoise. A blue Lhat looks too oold indoors ofien shines
in sunlight.

Onoes ¥ou have your main oolor, don’t be afradd Lo mix stripss, solids
and pabtterns. IF you allen enleriain at night, spice it up with o few pillows
in a bald patlern; in low light, brighter colora make sealing areas more
inviting. It's all aboul creating almosphere. Whalever vour look is, Lhe
righl fabrica will take it Lo ancther leved,

— Awy Meter. sivner/desgmer
Ay Meter Lesign

Timelegs cutdoor spaces feal
aa if they've grown right up
cut of the garden. Fabrica and
furniture should blend with
the landscaps snd accent pieces
ipillows, cushicna, outdoor rugs
o art) ahould look ke they are
in full bloom, This givea year-
round color you can chenge with
the seascna. The moat basutiful
cubdoor rooms have an ghundance
of fire (lighting or & fireplace)
and water elemente {(view of a
etraam, pood or fountain). Even
a amall tabls fountain adds & big
effect to the epace. Updete your
cutdeor room with more light
pources |ike candlsa, lanterns,
etrings of lights, even an cubdoor
chandelier

Home of the moat intereating
cutdoor rocoma sre thope that
oontain unexpected slementa,
Create s hath retreat with a clsar-
foot tub and vins-covered trellis;
a napping corner with bed and
moaquite netting: or & raised
platform for morning meditation
ar yogs. Shade and privacy are
important elementa to get the
maat use cut of your space,

— Nhaweaa Pecirello, ouwner
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